Ethnological Survey of the Sudan
To what extent have the negroid peoples of the Sudan
been subjected to foreign racial and cultural influences ?
It is doubtful whether any peoples in the Sudan can be
regarded as true Negroes, and their non-negroid characters,
their pastoral pursuits, and to a certain degree the struc-
ture of their languages, are attributed to ' Hamitic '
admixture and influence. Waves of Hamites (Caucasians
speaking Hamitic languages) are supposed to have passed
from Asia into Africa in very remote times and to have
conquered and mixed with the Negroes. This mixed
population was then driven further inland by fresh hordes
of Hamites. Both the Nilotes and the Nilo-Hamites are
said to be Hamiticised Negroes, Philologists appear to
be agreed that the Hamitic languages are genetically
related and not merely similar in type, so that there must
have been some kind of contact between the Caucasian
and the Negroid peoples who speak them, and if there
was cultural contact there was probably racial admixture
as well. Most authorities, foremost among them Prof.
Seligman, are of the opinion that the Negroid peoples
of the Sudan display evidences of Hamitic culture other
than in their languages. It must be admitted, however,
that we tnow very little about the social life, as distinct
from material culture, of the pre-dynastic and proto-
dynastic Egyptians and of the peoples of the Eastern
Desert before they accepted Islam; we cannot deduce
Hamitic culture from the customs of peoples like the
Nilotes and then use this culture as a means of proving
that these peoples have been subject to Hamitic influence.
It does not appear to be known to what degree the culture
of the pagan Galla resembles the cultures of the " Hamiti-
cised Negroes." On the whole we may say that the
Hamitic theory provides a useful working hypothesis'.
In view of the large claims made for the diffusion of
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